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Introduction 
As a tenant looking for a rental property, you may encounter numerous application fees from 
landlords or property managers. These fees can add up quickly, making it more difficult to find 
a place to live, especially if you're on a tight budget. However, there are ways to minimize these 
fees and increase your chances of getting approved for a rental property. In this e-book, I'll 
provide tips and strategies for applying for rental properties without paying a lot of application 
fees.


Chapter 1: Understanding Rental Application Fees 
If you're looking for a rental property, you may come across rental application fees. But what 
are they, and why do landlords charge them? This chapter will explain what rental application 
fees are, what they typically cover, how much they cost, and why landlords charge them.


What are rental application fees?

Rental application fees are fees that landlords or property managers charge to cover the cost 
of processing a rental application. These fees are separate from the security deposit or the first 
month's rent.


What do rental application fees typically cover?

Rental application fees typically cover the cost of background and credit checks, which 
landlords use to assess a tenant's ability to pay rent on time and take care of the property. 
They may also cover administrative costs, such as paperwork and processing fees.


How much do rental application fees cost?

The cost of rental application fees varies depending on the location, the landlord or property 
manager, and the rental property. They can range from $25 to $100 or more.


Why do landlords charge rental application fees?

Landlords charge rental application fees to cover the cost of processing rental applications and 
to deter tenants who are not serious about renting the property.




Chapter 2: Researching Rental Properties 
Before you apply for a rental property, it's important to research the property and the landlord 
or property manager. This chapter will provide tips on how to find rental properties online and 
in person, how to narrow down your list of potential rental properties, and how to contact 
landlords or property managers to schedule a viewing.


How to find rental properties online?

There are several websites and apps that you can use to find rental properties online. Some 
popular ones include Zillow, Trulia, Apartments.com, and Craigslist. When searching for rental 
properties online, be sure to filter your search results based on your budget, preferred location, 
and other criteria.


How to search for rental properties in person?

In addition to searching for rental properties online, you can also search for them in person. 
One way to do this is to drive around the neighborhoods where you would like to live and look 
for "for rent" signs. You can also visit local property management companies or real estate 
agencies to inquire about available rental properties. Another way to research the rental market 
is to talk to friends, family, and colleagues who live in the area. They may be able to 
recommend properties or landlords who don't charge high application fees.


How to narrow down your list of potential rental properties?

Once you've found several potential rental properties, you'll want to narrow down your list 
based on your budget, preferred location, and other criteria. Consider factors such as the size 
of the property, the condition of the property, the amenities, and the landlord or property 
manager's reputation. 


How to contact landlords or property managers to schedule a viewing?

To schedule a viewing of a rental property, you can contact the landlord or property manager 
directly. This can be done by phone, email, or through an online form. Be sure to introduce 
yourself, express your interest in the property, and provide any necessary information, such as 
your preferred move-in date.


By doing your research, you can find rental properties that don't require a lot of application 
fees, and you can avoid wasting money on properties that don't fit your budget or needs. You 
can also use this research to negotiate with landlords or property managers, as you'll have a 
better idea of what other properties in the area are charging. Overall, taking the time to 
research the rental market can save you money and increase your chances of finding the right 
rental property. 



Chapter 3: Get pre-approved 
Getting pre-approved for a rental property can reduce the number of application fees you have 
to pay and increase your chances of getting approved. Getting pre-approved means providing 
your credit report, proof of income, and references to the landlord or property manager before 
you submit your rental application.


Landlords or property managers use this information to assess your creditworthiness and to 
determine if you can afford to pay the rent on time. By getting pre-approved, you can show 
that you're a serious applicant and that you have the means to pay the rent on time. This can 
make you stand out from other applicants who haven't provided this information.


To get pre-approved for a rental property, you'll need to gather the following documents:


1. Credit report: You can obtain a free credit report from each of the three major credit 
bureaus (Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion) once per year. Check your credit report for 
errors and dispute any inaccuracies before submitting it to the landlord or property 
manager.


2. Proof of income: This can include pay stubs, bank statements, tax returns, or a letter 
from your employer. Make sure your proof of income shows that you earn enough to 
afford the rent.


3. References: This can include previous landlords, employers, or personal references who 
can vouch for your character and ability to pay the rent on time.


Once you have these documents, you can submit them to the landlord or property manager 
with a letter expressing your interest in the rental property. You can ask if they offer pre-
approval and how much it costs. Some landlords may charge a fee for this service, but it's 
typically less than the application fee.


By getting pre-approved, you can reduce the number of application fees you have to pay, as 
you'll only submit a rental application for properties you're likely to get approved for. You'll also 
have an advantage over other applicants who haven't provided this information, as you'll show 
that you're a serious and responsible tenant.  

https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action


Chapter 4: Be prepared 
When you find a property you're interested in, be prepared to provide all the necessary 
documentation and information to the landlord or property manager. This includes your credit 
report, proof of income, references, and rental history. Having all the necessary documents 
ready and organized can show that you are a responsible tenant and increase your chances of 
getting approved.


In addition to having all the necessary documentation ready, it's also important to do your 
research and come prepared to negotiate with the landlord or property manager. This could 
involve asking for reduced or waived application fees, using your good credit and rental history 
as leverage, and offering to sign a longer lease. It's important to be polite and professional 
during these negotiations, as landlords are more likely to work with tenants who are easy to 
work with and respectful.


Another important aspect of being prepared is to consider multiple properties and have backup 
options in case your first choice falls through. This can increase your chances of finding a 
suitable rental property and avoid the disappointment of missing out on your top choice.


Overall, being prepared is crucial for a successful rental application process. It shows that you 
are organized, responsible, and serious about renting a property. By doing your research, 
gathering all necessary documents, and being ready to negotiate, you can increase your 
chances of finding a great rental property and getting approved as a tenant. 



Chapter 5: Negotiating with Landlords or Property 
Managers 
Finding the perfect rental property is just the first step in securing a new home. The next step is 
to negotiate with the landlord or property manager to make sure you get the best deal possible. 
Here are some tips to help you negotiate effectively:


How to ask for reduced or waived application fees?

One of the most common expenses associated with applying for a rental property is the 
application fee. In some cases, landlords may be willing to reduce or waive this fee, especially 
if you have a strong rental history or excellent credit. When negotiating, it's important to be 
upfront about your financial situation and explain why you believe the fee should be reduced or 
waived.


How to use your good credit and rental history as leverage?

Having a good credit score and a solid rental history can be powerful negotiating tools. 
Landlords are often more willing to negotiate with tenants who have a proven track record of 
paying their rent on time and taking care of their rental properties. If you have good credit and 
a strong rental history, be sure to mention this when negotiating with landlords or property 
managers.


How to offer to sign a longer lease?

If you're willing to commit to a longer lease term, this can also be a valuable bargaining chip 
when negotiating with landlords or property managers. A longer lease term gives the landlord 
more security and stability, which can make them more willing to negotiate on other terms, 
such as rent increases or repairs.


How to be polite and professional when negotiating?

When negotiating with landlords or property managers, it's important to be polite, professional, 
and respectful. Remember that you are trying to build a long-term relationship with your 
landlord, so it's important to start off on the right foot.


How to consider multiple properties to increase your chances of success?

If you're having trouble negotiating with a particular landlord or property manager, it may be 
worth considering multiple properties to increase your chances of success. This can help you 
find a rental property that meets your needs and fits your budget, while also giving you more 
negotiating power.




Chapter 6: Using Rental Assistance Programs 
If you're struggling to pay for rent or are experiencing financial hardship, rental assistance 
programs can be a lifesaver. Here are some tips for finding and applying for rental assistance 
programs:


What rental assistance programs are available?

There are a variety of rental assistance programs available, including government-funded 
programs, non-profit organizations, and private foundations. Some programs provide financial 
assistance to cover the cost of rent, while others provide vouchers or subsidies to help reduce 
rent payments.


How to find rental assistance programs in your area?

To find rental assistance programs in your area, start by searching online or contacting your 
local housing authority. You can also reach out to non-profit organizations or community 
groups for assistance.


What eligibility requirements there may be?

Each rental assistance program has its own eligibility requirements, which may include income 
limits, residency requirements, and other criteria. Before applying, be sure to carefully review 
the program's eligibility guidelines to determine if you qualify.


How to apply for rental assistance programs?

The application process for rental assistance programs varies depending on the program. 
Some programs require you to apply in person, while others allow you to apply online or over 
the phone. Be sure to carefully follow the instructions for the program you're applying to and 
provide all necessary documentation to support your application.  



Chapter 7: Alternative Housing Options 
When it comes to finding affordable housing, sometimes it pays to think outside the box. Here 
are some alternative housing options to consider:


Shared Housing: Sharing a house or apartment with others is a great way to reduce rental 
costs. You can split rent and utilities, and maybe even share food and other expenses. 
Websites like Craigslist, Roommates.com, and Room can help you find potential roommates.


Finding a Roommate: If you have a spare room in your apartment or house, finding a roommate 
can help you reduce your housing costs. You can split the rent and utilities, and maybe even 
share food and other expenses. Be sure to screen potential roommates carefully and set clear 
expectations and boundaries upfront.


Short-term Rentals: If you only need temporary housing, short-term rentals can be a good 
option. Websites like Airbnb, HomeAway, and VRBO offer short-term rentals of apartments, 
condos, and houses. This can be a great option if you're in between permanent housing or 
need temporary accommodations for work or travel.


Co-living: Co-living is a modern housing concept that involves sharing living spaces with others 
in a community setting. This can include sharing communal areas like kitchens, living rooms, 
and gardens, as well as social activities and events. Co-living can be a good option if you're 
looking for a more communal living experience and want to reduce your housing costs.


Subletting: If you already have a rental property, subletting can be a good way to reduce your 
housing costs. You can rent out your spare room or apartment to someone else while you're 
away. Just be sure to check your lease agreement and landlord's policies to make sure 
subletting is allowed.




Chapter 8: Tips for a Successful Rental Application 
Applying for a rental property can be competitive, so it's important to make sure your 
application stands out. Here are some tips for a successful rental application:


Prepare Your Rental Application: Before you start applying for rental properties, make sure you 
have all the necessary documents and information ready. This includes your credit report, 
rental history, income verification, and personal references.


Know What Documents You Need: Different landlords and property managers may require 
different documents, so be sure to read the application carefully and provide all the necessary 
documents.


Present Yourself Professionally: When you meet with a landlord or property manager, be sure to 
dress professionally and be on time. Bring copies of all the necessary documents and be ready 
to answer any questions they may have.


Consider Writing a Cover Letter: A cover letter can help you stand out from other applicants by 
introducing yourself and explaining why you would be a good tenant. Be sure to highlight your 
strengths and explain any potential red flags, like gaps in your rental history.


Follow Up After Submitting Your Application: After you submit your rental application, follow up 
with the landlord or property manager to make sure they received it. You can also ask about 
the timeline for making a decision and whether there is anything else you can do to strengthen 
your application.


What to Do if You're Rejected: If you're rejected for a rental property, don't give up hope. Ask 
the landlord or property manager for feedback on why you were rejected, and use this 
information to strengthen your application for future rental properties.




Chapter 9: Conclusion 
Recap of the main points covered in the e-book:


In this e-book, I have covered various aspects of the rental application process, including 
understanding rental application fees, researching rental properties, negotiating with landlords, 
using rental assistance programs, and exploring alternative housing options. I have also 
provided tips for a successful rental application.


One of the most important things to keep in mind when applying for rental properties is to be 
prepared. This means researching the rental market in your area, understanding the rental 
application process, and gathering all the necessary documents and information ahead of time.


When it comes to rental application fees, it's important to understand what they cover and why 
landlords charge them. However, you can also negotiate with landlords to reduce or waive 
these fees by leveraging your good credit, rental history, or by offering to sign a longer lease.

It's also important to consider alternative housing options such as shared housing, finding a 
roommate, short-term rentals, co-living, and subletting. These options can help reduce rental 
costs and provide a sense of community.


In terms of a successful rental application, presenting yourself professionally and having all the 
necessary documents can make a big difference. However, if you are rejected for a rental 
property, don't be discouraged. There are always other options available.


Final tips for applying for rental properties without paying high application fees:


1. Be prepared by researching the rental market and gathering all necessary documents 
ahead of time.


2. Negotiate with landlords to reduce or waive rental application fees.

3. Consider alternative housing options to reduce rental costs and foster community.

4. Present yourself professionally during the rental application process.

5. Don't be discouraged if you are rejected for a rental property. There are always other 

options available.


Resources for further reading and support:

If you would like to learn more about the rental application process or explore additional 
resources, I recommend the following:


1. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) provides resources for 
renters, including information on fair housing, tenant rights, and rental assistance 
programs.


2. The National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) advocates for affordable housing 
policies and provides resources for renters and advocates.


3. The American Apartment Owners Association (AAOA) provides resources for landlords 
and renters, including rental application templates and legal forms.


4. The National Association of Realtors (NAR) provides resources for renters and landlords, 
including information on rental market trends and best practices for rental property 
management.


Thank you for reading this e-book. I hope that it has provided you with valuable information 
and resources for your rental application process. Good luck in your search for a rental 
property! 

https://www.nar.realtor


End Notes


1. Have you ever wondered if buying a home is still a smart plan? 
2. When you’re ready to buy a home you should build a plan of action. 
3. If you are a member (former or active) of a U.S. military service or a family member of one, 

learn more about VA loans by visiting va.gov

4. You don’t have to be bogged down with debt for forever. Read my blog post on how to pay 

off a mortgage early. "How to pay off a mortgage early"


https://jamesbeaverteam.com/?p=12281
https://jamesbeaverteam.com/?p=12273
http://benefits.va.gov
https://jamesbeaverteam.com/?p=14925
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